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Katherine Acey  has been the Executive Director of the Astraea 
Lesbian Foundation for Justice for the past 21 years.  She travels 
extensively, speaking on issues of philanthropy, sexuality, race, 
and class.  She has been involved in the Women’s Funding 
Network since its inception and served on the board and as chair.  
She is a founding member and past chair of the Funders for 
Lesbian and Gay Issues, and has served as a board or advisory 
member to numerous organizations, such as Women in the Arts, 
the Center for Anti-Violence Education, New York Women Against 
Rape, MADRE and Women Make Movies.  Currently, she is a 
founder and member of the Arab Women’s Gathering Organizing 
Committee and sits on the advisory board of the LGBT program of 
Human Rights Watch.  Katherine has received the Cross Cultural 
Black Women’s Studies Institute for International Women’s 
Leadership Award, the New York City National Organization for 
Women’s Susan B. Anthony Award, the Women and Philanthropy 
LEAD Award, and the Funding Exchange Vision Award. 
 

 

Marcy Adelman , PhD, a therapist in private practice in San 
Francisco, has been a long time advocate for the rights of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and has worked to make 
visible the lives of LGBT seniors. She collaborates with community 
and mainstream organizations to increase awareness of LGBT 
aging issues. Her research and writing have focused on lesbian 
and gay aging and senior issues since the 1970s. In 1998, Dr. 
Adelman founded Openhouse, a non-profit community based 
organization providing mixed income housing, comprehensive 
health and social services and programs that are welcoming to 
LGBT seniors. Dr. Adelman, in addition to founding Openhouse, 
has served as its president and is currently the chair of 
Openhouse's Aging Research and Policy Committee. 

Amy André , MA, has concentrated on sexuality studies and is 
currently a Point Foundation scholar at the Haas School of 
Business, University of California, Berkeley. She is the co-author of 
Bisexual Health, recently published by the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, and has essays in Nobody Passes: Rejecting 
the Rules of Gender and Conformity, Waking Up American: 
Coming of Age Bi-culturally, and Getting Bi: Voices of Bisexuals 
Around the World. Her articles have also appeared in AlterNet, 
American Sexuality, ColorLines, and Curve. Amy has lectured 
extensively on bisexual health, including talks at UCSF Medical 
School, the National Sexuality Resource Center, UCLA, the San 
Francisco Department of Public Health, and other organizations.  
She is also the director of internationally-screened transgender 
documentary On My Skin.  Amy lives in San Francisco with her 
partner, a gender studies professor, and has a website at 
www.amyandre.com.  
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M.V. Lee Badgett , JD, is the research director at the Williams 
Institute. She is also the director of the Center for Public Policy and 
Administration and associate professor of economics at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. She has a BA in economics 
from the University of Chicago (1982) and a PhD in economics 
from UC Berkeley (1990). Her book, Money, Myths, and Change: 
The Economic Lives of Lesbians and Gay Men presents her 
ground-breaking work on sexual orientation discrimination and 
family policy. She’s currently working on a new book asking 
whether same-sex marriage will change marriage or change GLB 
people, drawing on the U.S. and European experiences with same-
sex marriage. 
 

 
 

Nancy Lynn Baker , PhD, ABPP, is a faculty member at Fielding 
Graduate University where she teaches forensic psychology, 
research methods, and feminist theory.  She has been involved in 
the struggle for women’s rights for over 40 years.  She has served 
as Chair of the American Psychiatric Association’s Committee on 
Women in Psychology and was the founding President of the 
Lesbian and Bisexual Women’s Section of the Society for the 
Psychology of Women.  Her work has focused on the intersection 
of sexuality, gender, ethnicity and social class.  Prior to earning her 
PhD in psychology, Nancy was an elected labor leader, serving as 
chapter president and national executive board member for the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women.  She also served as the US 
representative to the International Association of Metalworkers 
Women’s Committee.  
 

 
 

Patricia Berne  is a co-founder and current director of Sins Invalid: 
An Unshamed Claim to Beauty in the Face of Invisibility, a 
performance project on disability and sexuality. Berne's 
background includes directing the Project on Race, Disability and 
Eugenics at the Center for Genetics and Society to advocate for 
LGBT community and disability rights perspectives within the field 
of reproductive and genetic technology; advocacy with incarcerated 
youth toward alternatives to the criminal legal system; community 
organizing within the Haitian diaspora; and cultural activism to 
centralize marginalized voices, particularly those of people with 
disabilities. She is pursuing a Psy.D., focusing on trauma and 
healing for survivors of interpersonal and state-sponsored violence.  
She currently chairs the Board of Directors at San Francisco 
Women Against Rape. 
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Doris Bersing , PhD, is a clinical psychologist who has dedicated 
30 years to teaching and providing clinical care for women, LGBT 
populations, and the terminally ill.  She has taught and led 
therapeutic groups and academic circles on several continents. 
Doris is a faculty member of several San Francisco Bay Area 
graduate schools. She is also the Chief Executive Officer of The 
Pacific Institute, where she has designed a cutting-edge training 
program in geriatrics and psychology that received regional 
accreditation and is on its way toward nation-wide recognition.  She 
is a devoted mentor to her associates and students.  Doris is 
currently preparing Still a Chance: from Crone to Mentor, a book 
about aging issues women face in the twenty-first century. 
 

 
 

Linda Blackmore is a project and program management 
consultant, and has worked with corporations and organizations in 
the US, EMEA and AsiaPac during the last 15 years.  As a 
volunteer, she has been involved with the community as president 
of Bay Area Career Women (BACW), a director and national co-
chair of the Human Rights Commission (HRC), and a member of 
the board of directors for the Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund, as well 
as the local SF LGBT Center.  Recently returned to San Francisco 
after ten years in Europe, Linda has been working with the Lesbian 
Health & Research Center at UCSF to create their strategic plan. 
 

 
 

Deborah J. Bowen , PhD, is Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences at the Boston 
University School of Public Health.  She has led the Social and 
Behavioral Sciences Affinity group at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center, a group that includes over 20 scientists and 
associated project staff focused on a wide range of cancer 
prevention interventions.  Deborah is currently an investigator in 
the regional Cancer Prevention Network, focusing on community-
based cancer-prevention research, and is a co-investigator on the 
regional Native American Community Health Network, a group of 
scientists and community health experts conducting research and 
training in Native communities in the West.  She has published 
extensively in peer-reviewed scientific journals. 
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Judy Bradford , PhD, is the Director of Lesbian Research & Co-
Chair of The Fenway Institute, the Director of Health and Social 
Policy Research in the Survey and Evaluation Research 
Laboratory, the Director of the Community Health Research 
Initiative in the L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and 
Public Affairs, and an associate professor of Epidemiology and 
Community Health at the Virginia Commonwealth University’s 
School of Medicine. She is a specialist in community research 
with disadvantaged populations and works to improve the 
methodological soundness of sexual and gender minority 
research. She has worked as a consultant with Fenway 
Community Health in Boston to train staff in social science and 
behavioral research methods and to expand its research program 
in LGBT research. She provides leadership on multiple studies 
funded by CDC, SAMHSA, and HRSA, in the areas of HIV/AIDS, 
maternal child health, and substance abuse. She has 
successfully initiated the Community Health Research Initiative at 
VCU, created a community process and foundation for 
transgender research at TFI, and developed a Community 
Research section within the VCU Institute for Women’s Health, 
Center for Excellence in Women’s Health. 

 

.  

Barbara Brenner , JD, is Executive Director of Breast Cancer 
Action, an organization aiming to increase awareness about breast 
cancer in society. Whether talking to the press, confronting the 
cancer establishment, or explaining the real story behind the latest 
breast cancer study, Barbara is a tireless activist who believes that 
everyone can make a difference in ending the breast cancer 
epidemic. The growth and achievements of Breast Cancer Action 
since she became its leader in 1995 are evidence for her 
extraordinary passion and effective leadership. Before her 1993 
breast cancer diagnosis, Barbara was a public policy attorney. A 
letter to the editor she wrote while she was in chemotherapy 
treatment led to her involvement with Breast Cancer Action. A local 
recurrence in 1996 hardly slowed her down. Feisty, committed, 
passionate, and incredibly well-informed on a wide range of breast 
cancer issues, Barbara firmly believes that change is created when 
people demand it.  
 

 

Jeanette Brown , MD, is a Professor in Residence in the 
departments of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive 
Sciences; Urology; and Epidemiology at UCSF.  Her primary 
research interest is lower urinary tract function among women with 
diabetes, identifying modifiable factors that increase risk for 
incontinence and evaluating effective new treatments for 
incontinence.  In 1990, she founded the UCSF Women's 
Continence Center and currently serves as the director. She is the 
co-director of the UCSF Women's Health Clinical Research Center 
and directs its Fellowship in Clinical Research.  Jeanette is also 
director of the UCSF Clinical and Translational Sciences 
Comprehensive Mentoring Program.   
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Mandy Carter  describes herself as a “southern out black lesbian 
social justice activist,” and was a founding member of the National 
Black Justice Coalition.  2008 marks her 40th anniversary of 
working on grassroots social, racial, and LGBT justice organizing.  
Her substantial efforts have been recognized by a 2005 nomination 
for the Nobel Peace Prize as part of the “1000 Women for the 
Nobel Peace Prize.”  She also received the 2006 Spirit of Justice 
Award from Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders (GLAD) 
and the 2008 Susan J. Hyde Activism Award for Longevity in the 
Movement from the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force.  Mandy 
currently sits on the boards and/or advisory committee’s of the 
Durham, North Carolina-based Ladyslipper Music, the Detroit-
based Triangle Foundation, and the Vermont-based Kopkind 
Colony. 
 
Cheryl Clarke , PhD, is an author whose poems, essays, and other 
writings have been published in numerous feminist, lesbian, gay, 
and African-American publications, among them Home Girls: A 
Black Feminist Anthology and This Bridge Called My Back: 
Writings By Radical Women Of Color.  She has written four books 
of poetry, Narratives: Poems In The Tradition Of Black Women, 
Living As A Lesbian, Humid Pitch, and Experimental Love, and 
completed a monograph entitled After Mecca: Women Poets and 
the Black Arts Movement.  Cheryl has just finished co-editing an 
anthology of poetry and prose for AIDS Project Los Angeles called 
To Be Left With The Body.   She has worked as an administrator at 
Rutgers University in New Brunswick, NJ since 1980, where she is 
currently the Director of the Office of Social Justice Education and 
LGBT Communities there. 
 

 

Cathy Cohen , PhD, is the Director of the Center for the Study of 
Race, Politics, and Culture at the University of Chicago, as well as 
a David and Mary Winton Green Professor of Political 
Science. Cohen is the author of the book The Boundaries of 
Blackness: AIDS and the Breakdown of Black Politics (University of 
Chicago Press, 1999) and the co-editor with Kathleen Jones and 
Joan Tronto of Women Transforming Politics: An Alternative 
Reader (NYU, 1997). Her work has been published in numerous 
journals and edited volumes including the American Political 
Science Review, GLQ, NOMOS, and Social Text. Cohen is also 
editor with Frederick Harris of a new book series from Oxford Press 
entitled "Transgressing Boundaries: Studies in Black Politics and 
Black Communities." Her general field of specialization is American 
politics, although her research interests include African-American 
politics, women and politics, lesbian and gay politics, and social 
movements. 
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Maria Cora , MA is the Associate Director of the Lesbian Health & 
Research Center at the University of California, San Francisco 
(UCSF). Over the course of the last 30 years, her leadership and 
cultural activism have been put to use in pursuit of the health and 
wellbeing of our communities. María has been the Program 
Director for the Aqua Foundation for Women in Miami and the 
Coordinator of the Office of Women’s Health of the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health. She has served as a Member of the 
Board of Directors of the San Francisco LGBT Community Center 
and is a Founding Member of several lesbian of color organizations 
including Ellas En Acción and the NIA Collective. She holds a BA 
from Harvard University and a MA from San Francisco State 
University. As an artist, María is a gifted filmmaker, poet and 
musician; she was the recipient of a Lesbian of Achievement and 
Vision Award in 1995. She is known for her unique contribution as 
the lead vocalist with various women’s salsa and Latin jazz 
ensembles including Azúcar y Crema, Different Touch and 
Orquesta Sabrosita. 
 

 

Brenda Crawford  is a senior consultant with over thirty years of 
experience consulting in the field of technical assistance and 
organizational development. She currently holds memberships in 
several local and national networks of consulting organizations 
including the Bay Area Organizational Development Network, 
Professional Development for Consultants (PDC), and past 
member of the Bay Area Chapter of the American Society for 
Training & Development (ASTD).  Mrs. Crawford serves on the City 
of Oakland's Commission on Aging and was recently honored by 
awarded the California Senior Leaders Award by UC Berkeley, 
School of Public Health and California Wellness. Her 
accomplishments have been recognized by her induction into the 
Alameda County Women's Hall of Fame, a Congressional 
Certificate of Recognition For Outstanding Work in the Gay and 
Lesbian Civil Rights Movement, and the National Gay and Lesbian 
Victory Fund Award for her work to elect more openly gay and 
lesbian public officials. 
 
Pam David  has served as the Executive Director of the Walter 
& Elise Haas Fund since 2002, working to help build a healthy, 
just, and vibrant society in which people feel connected to and 
responsible for their community.  Prior to joining the Haas 
Fund, Pam headed San Francisco’s Mayor’s Office of 
Community Development.  She also played an instrumental 
role in formulating and implementing San Francisco’s 
progressive welfare reform programs and strategies, and 
addressing the non-profit space crisis during the dot com 
boom.  Pam has had a long career as a community organizer 
on a range of issues, including advising Reverend Jesse 
Jackson on lesbian/gay and women’s issues during the 1988 
presidential campaign.  She currently serves on the board of 
the National Gay/Lesbian Task Force and on an advisory 
board for Openhouse.  She chairs the board of Northern 
California Grantmakers and is a founding member of the board 
of PACE (Philanthropists for Active Civic Engagement). 
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Kathleen DeBold  is CEO of the senior relocation and transition 
company Moving Experiences.  She served as Executive Director 
of the Mautner Project: the National Lesbian Health Organization, 
Interim Executive Director of Servicemembers Legal Defense 
Network, and Deputy Director of the Gay and Lesbian Victory 
Fund.  Kathleen spent most of the 1980’s working in the Central 
African Republic with the Peace Corps and Africare.  Kathleen is a 
member of Susan G. Komen for the Cure’s National LGBT 
Advisory Committee and the Pastoral Care Team at Holy Cross 
Hospital, and served on the National LGBT Health Coalition’s 
Executive Committee, the Board of the National Breast Cancer 
Coalition and Stonewall Democrats, and the National Advisory 
Committees of Consumers United for Evidence-Based Healthcare 
and Breast Cancer Action.   
 

 
 

Baylee DeCastro  is Senior Policy Advisor to the UCSF Program 
on Reproductive Health, Policy Advisor to the UCSF Advancing 
New Standards in Reproductive Health program and Special 
Projects Coordinator at the UCSF National Center of Excellence in 
Women’s Health. She is also Executive Director of the Association 
of Academic Women’s Health Programs and Executive Committee 
Member of the California state-wide Women’s Working Group on 
Universal Health Care. Baylee has worked in women’s health 
policy, outreach and program development for the last 10 years, 
with a particular focus on the power of women across the lifespan 
to come together to achieve significant political and social change. 
Baylee is a member of the Board of Directors of Planned 
Parenthood Golden Gate and chairs Planned Parenthood Golden 
Gate’s Action Fund Board.  Baylee earned her B.A. in International 
Development Studies with a minor in Women's Studies from UCLA. 
 

 

Darlene DeManicor , PhD, MA, is Project Manager for clinical trial 
interventions at Kaiser Permanente and her professional service 
includes the National Cancer Institute’s AIDS and Cancer 
Specimen Resource Review Board, Patient Advocate Steering 
Committee, and Uterine Cancer task force.  She is also a 
National Advisory Committee for Susan G. Komen for the Cure.  
Darlene has facilitated support groups for lesbians with cancer 
and an alternative treatment group at the Women’s Cancer 
Resource Center.  Previously, she was a tobacco Project Director 
at UCSF, where she served as a liaison with academic and 
community collaborators.  She developed five pilot projects and 
survey instruments to examine the use of tobacco in the LGBT 
community.  
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Allison Diamant , , MD, MSHS, is an associate professor of 
medicine in the Division of General Internal Medicine and Health 
Services Research, Department of Medicine, UCLA School of 
Medicine. Her research focuses on access and quality of care for 
underserved and vulnerable populations, including studying 
disparities based on race and ethnicity, health insurance, income, 
gender, and sexual orientation. Diamant was the lead researcher 
on the California Health Interview Survey (CHIS) analyses focusing 
on diabetes in California. Diamant is also using CHIS to study the 
impact of sexual orientation and discrimination among women on 
their access to health care, health risk behaviors, and health status 
through a grant from the Lesbian Health Fund. Diamant has been 
the Principal Investigator on a number of studies focusing on 
access to and receipt of care through the safety net in Los Angeles 
County. She received a career development award from the 
American Cancer Society to study racial disparities in colorectal 
cancer diagnosis, and is a co-investigator on a project focusing on 
the quality of breast cancer care among previously uninsured 
women.  
 

 
 

Suzanne Dibble , DNSc, RN is Professor Emerita of Nursing at the 
Institute for Health & Aging, School of Nursing, UCSF, and co-
founder of the Lesbian Health Research Center, which is 
concerned with the health and wellness of lesbians, bisexual 
women, and transgender individuals and their families. Her 
research has focused on the care of individuals with chronic 
illnesses. 
 
 

 

Catherine Dodd , RN, PhD, is a health policy advocate and 
expert. Her roles have included: Chief of Staff to former member 
of the San Francisco county board of supervisors, Director of 
Government Relations for the California affiliate of the American 
Nurses Association, member of the Clinton-Gore National Health 
Campaign representing the White House throughout the country 
during health care reform, Director for the California Network for 
Women's and Children's Health, Executive Director of 
ANA\California, Director of Government Affairs and Community 
Relations for Kaiser Permanente Northern California, District 
Director for Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi, and as an appointee 
of President Clinton working as Regional Director for the United 
States Department of Health and Human Services. She has been 
a part-time faculty member at San Francisco State University 
teaching "Health Policy and Politics" in the graduate nursing 
program. She served as Chair of the ANA Political Action and as 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Lyon Martin Clinic, the 
Board of the Homeless Prenatal Program, the Board of Trustees 
of the Glide Foundation, the Board of Zen Hospice, the Board of 
the Breast Cancer Fund, and the San Francisco Democratic 
County Central Committee. 
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Marylin Dodd , RN, PhD, FAAN, is a Professor of Physiological 
Nursing at UCSF. Her research focuses on decreasing treatment-
related morbidity with cancer patients and their families, applying 
self-care theory. She has published over 75 data-based articles in 
prestigious peer-reviewed journals, presented more than 200 
papers to professional conferences and symposia. Dr. Dodd and 
her colleagues developed a type of self-care intervention, 
PROSELF, which is now in its 7th generation of testing. Her paper 
"Managing the Side Effects of Chemotherapy" became a book. She 
is also a special director for oncology for post-doctoral fellows at 
UCSF. She is a member of the American Nurses Association, the 
Oncology Nursing Society, the National Cancer Institute, and the 
Michigan State University Cancer Center. Among her many 
achievements, she has been awarded the 1997 Oncology Nursing 
Society/Bristol-Meyers Distinguished Research award, the 2003 
Sharon A. Lamb Endowed Chair in Nursing, the 2005 Baxter 
International Foundation's Episteme Award, and the 2006 ISNCC 
Robert Tiffany Lectureship, for her significant contributions to 
international cancer care. Her current projects include: Exercise: 
An Intervention for Fatigue in Cancer Patients Receiving 
Chemotherapy, Advancing the Science of Symptom Clusters, 
Management of Mucositis with GM-CSF, and Impact of 
Lymphedema on Local and Overall Functioning. 
 

 

Anne Sterling Dorman , MBA, CPA, has extensive business 
experience in start-up and closely held companies. Since 1985 she 
has served as a financial officer or consultant for a number of 
businesses in the information technology, healthcare, and non-
profits sectors. She successfully assisted clients in raising over 
$300 million in pre-IPO funding, and her former “garage company” 
clients that are now public include Advent Software, Cholestech 
Corporation, Genelabs, RiboGene, Silicon Spice, Stanford 
SkolarMD, Synaptics, Treasury Services Corporation, and Atomic 
Vision.  She is the outgoing Chair of Board of Trustees of Prescott 
College and has also served on the boards of Resourceful Women, 
the National Center for Lesbian Right, the Boojum Institute, and 
Metropolitan Community Church. Anne also spent two years 
traveling around the world via bicycle, raft, airplane, bus, train and 
foot. 
 

 

Bonnie Feinberg , MSEd has enjoyed a career in program 
development, educational administration, community and corporate 
outreach, fundraising, and vocational training.  She is a 
Development Officer with the UCSF Foundation, where she is 
currently engaged in a $119 million dollar capital campaign to build 
a state-of-the-art stem cell research facility.  She is a former 
director of the LGBT Alliance for the San Francisco-based Jewish 
Community Federation.  The LGBT Alliance was the first group of 
its kind throughout the national Federation system, creating unique 
programming and leadership training opportunities specifically for 
LGBT Jews and their allies.  Bonnie has also been the Assistant 
Director of Law Career Services for the Golden Gate University 
School of Law, forging partnerships between the legal and 
business communities and the law school.  
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Mary E. Foley , RN, PhD(c) is the Associate Director of the Center 
for Research and Nursing Innovation at UCSF.  A registered nurse 
for over 30 years, she has been active in the health care policy 
arena, writing and lecturing about health care policy, workplace 
improvement, and safe care for workers and patients.  Mary is a 
past president of the American Nurses Association and 
represented the US at the International Council of Nurses meetings 
in 1997, 1999, and 2001.  She has just completed a six-year term 
as a member of the National Patient Safety Foundation Board of 
Directors and is an advisory member of the Partnership for Patient 
Safety. She works as a consultant with expertise in device 
evaluation for the Training for Development of Innovative Control 
Technologies Project.  Mary is currently enrolled in the PhD 
Nursing Policy program at UCSF and is completing her dissertation 
on needlestick injuries. 
 

 
 

Jill A. Foster , MD, is Associate Professor of Pediatrics at Drexel 
University College of Medicine, Director of Pediatric and 
Adolescent HIV/AIDS, Chief of Pediatric Immunology, and 
attending physician at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children in 
Philadelphia.  She has written a number of articles in peer-
reviewed journals and presented her research at national and 
international conferences.  At present, Jill is principal investigator 
on “Secondary Prevention for HIV Positive Youth:  The TLC 
Project,” a study funded by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health, and co-investigator on “The LACAS Curriculum as a Dating 
Violence Intervention,” funded by the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Office of Women’s Health. 
 

 
 

Rebecca Fox  is the Director of the National Coalition for LGBT 
Health, the nation’s leading LGBT health advocacy organization. 
Her background includes policy work at SIECUS, the Sexuality 
Information and Education Council of the United States, where she 
assisted the work of state level groups and coalitions to ensure 
comprehensive sexuality education, and the National Partnership 
for Women and Families, where she monitored federal legislation 
pertaining to health insurance, gender-based discrimination, and 
reproductive rights. She also teaches human sexuality at the 
George Washington University, and serves on the board of 
directors of Choice USA, and Washington Area Clinic Defense 
Task Force. 
 

 

Marcy Fraser , RN, MBA is presently serving as the Deputy 
Director of the Women’s Global Health Imperative at UCSF.  Prior 
to joining UCSF she worked in the HIV/AIDS epidemic for 17 years 
as a nurse, community activist, planner and Executive Director.  
She works with several local nonprofits on behalf of women with 
cancer and disenfranchised youth.  She is eager to participate on 
the LHRC Advisory Council and to change the world. 
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Barbara French  is Associate Vice Chancellor of UCSF and 
oversees the department of Public Affairs and the department of 
Community and Governmental Relations.  She manages strategic 
communications for the development of UCSF’s new women’s, 
children’s and cancer hospital complex at the Mission Bay campus 
and spearheaded the campaign that developed UCSF’s new tag 
line, “advancing health worldwide.”  Prior to coming to UCSF, 
Barbara served as a business editor and reporter, political and 
general assignment reporter, and public affairs consultant.  From 
1998 to 2005 she was chief executive officer and president of her 
own private communications consulting firm, Reputation.  Her 
community service has included board membership on the San 
Francisco Planning and Urban Research Association, Project Open 
Hand, and the San Francisco LGBT Community Center. 
 

 

Susan Freundlich  brings 25 years of experience in nonprofit 
management to her consulting practice in leadership, resource 
development and communications.  She has raised millions of 
dollars for organizations working to build a more just and equitable 
future, including the Women’s Foundation of California, 
GroundSpark, the San Francisco Jewish Film Festival, and Brit 
Tzedek v'Shalom: Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace. Susan 
has served as Vice President of the Women's Foundation of 
California.  In addition, she is widely acknowledged for her 
pioneering work to make progressive politics, movements, and 
culture accessible to Deaf people through performance sign 
language interpretation in concert halls and on theatrical stages. 
Susan has collaborated with Holly Near, Pete Seeger, Ronnie 
Gilbert, Arlo Guthrie, June Jordan, Linda Tillery, Cris Williamson 
and many others.  
 
Barbara Garcia , MPA, is the Deputy Director of Health at the 
Department of Public Health in San Francisco. She has worked 
with her team to integrate substance abuse and mental health 
departments, reduce reliance on acute and emergency care, 
improve patient flow, and reduce homelessness and violence by 
implementing community programs such as a medically supervised 
sobering center and violence response teams. She has been a 
leader in community health settings for many years. Prior to her 
current position with the SF DPH, she was the Director of 
Community Substance Abuse Services, the Director of Homeless 
Services, the Associate Administrator of AIDS, Health, and Human 
Services,  and Executive Director of Salud Para La Gente Health 
Center. She has an article published in the Journal of Psychoactive 
Drugs on the integration of harm reduction and traditional 
substance abuse services, and she has received multiple awards 
for her contributions to the community, including the Public 
Managerial Leadership Award from the City and County of San 
Francisco, the Community Health Leadership Award from the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and the Community-based 
Leadership Award in Hispanic Health by the National Coalition of 
Hispanic Health Organizations. 
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Vanessa George , MBA, is Director of Development for the UCSF 
Medical Center, where she leads fundraising efforts for the 
hospital. Prior to this role, she was Assistant Director at UCSF's 
Center For Gender Equity, where she lead several leadership 
development and violence prevention programs, including the 
Turnaround Mentoring Program, the Women of Color Initiative, and 
the Sexual and Relationship Violence Initiative. A dedicated 
activist, Vanessa has served on numerous boards and steering 
committees of organizations dedicated to the advancement of 
women and girls.  She is currently Co-President of the Women of 
Color Action Network (WCAN), a professional development and 
networking organization for women of color. Vanessa is also a 
marketing and fundraising professional with over 18 years of 
experience in both the for-profit and non-profit sectors. 
 

 

Andrea Gillespie , CRNA, is a feminist lesbian freethinker originally 
from Boston, where she was a proud member of the Daughters of 
Bilitis and a founding member of Artemis Productions, which 
produced the Boston Women's Music Festivals.  Since relocating to 
California in 1978, she has been an activist philanthropist, 
especially for the National Center for Lesbian Rights and numerous 
animal rights groups.  Andrea has chaired the Bay Area Career 
Women’s “A Fund of Our Own,”  a lesbian community fund, and co-
founded (with Diane Sabin) “100 Lesbians and Our Friends,” a 
sorority of activist donors.   In 2005 she served as a medical 
volunteer in Indonesia after the tsunami.  Andrea now lives in San 
Diego with her perfect dog Kira.  
 

 

Sheryl Goldberg , PhD, MSW is a Research Specialist at the 
Institute for Health & Aging (IHA) at UCSF.  Currently, she is Co-
Principal Investigator on the Elder Women’s Initiative, a project in 
partnership with the Women’s Foundation of California, The 
California Endowment and others to build an elder women’s 
movement.  Also, at IHA, Sheryl has worked with LHRC on projects 
relating to LGBT demographic data inclusion in research and 
lesbian aging. In the 1980’s Sheryl served as Research 
Coordinator for one of the first national needs assessments on 
lesbians aged 60+. Findings from this study were published in the 
Journal of Lesbian Studies (in 2005). In addition, in the 80’s, she 
was a Program Coordinator for Gay and Lesbian Outreach to 
Elders (GLOE) in San Francisco.  
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Cynthia Gómez , PhD, is the founding director of Health Equity 
Initiative at San Francisco State University where she leads efforts 
to enhance and integrate campus research, curricula, community 
service and training programs that address health disparities 
and/or promote health equity in the United States. With a strong 
background working in community health settings, she previously 
served as co-director of the Center for AIDS Prevention Studies at 
the University of California at San Francisco. She has served on 
many committees and boards of directors at many organizations, 
including the Center for Disease Control’s HIV and STD Advisory 
Council, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration’s Advisory Committee on Women’s Services, the 
National AIDS Fund, and the San Francisco Public Health 
Foundation. She is currently a member of the Guttmacher Institute 
and the NIH’s Social Sciences and Population Studies Study 
Section of the Center for Scientific Review.  Dr Gómez was an 
appointed member to the Presidential Advisory Council on 
HIV/AIDS under both Clinton and GW Bush administrations, and 
was recently appointed by California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger to the first California Public Health Advisory 
Committee. 

 

Roma P. Guy , MSW, was one of the founders of several 
community-based women’s and girls organizations, including the 
San Francisco Women’s Building, San Francisco Women Against 
Rape, The Women’s Foundation, and La Casa de las Madres. In 
2007, Roma retired from San Francisco State University where she 
taught in the Department of Health Education for fifteen years. She 
was founder of the campus Stay-in School Family Resource Center 
and Fellow at Institute for Community and Civic Engagement.  
Roma has served on the mayor’s Local Homeless Board and the 
Jim Hormel Advisory Council of the San Francisco Public Library.  
She has also served three four-year terms on the San Francisco 
Health Commission, co-chairs the Health Committee of the 
California Women’s Agenda, and is a member of the Board of 
Health Access/California. 
 

 
 

Ellen Haller , MD is a Professor in the UCSF Department of 
Psychiatry where she is the Director of the Residency Training 
Program. A full-time member of the UCSF School of Medicine 
faculty since 1988, her main areas of interest are women's and 
LGBT mental health. Dr. Haller is passionate about teaching the 
general public, primary care practitioners and others about mental 
health issues for these populations, and she was delighted to join 
LHRC as a Co-Director in July, 2006. Dr. Haller has served as 
Secretary of the Association of Gay and Lesbian Psychiatrists and 
President of the Northern California Psychiatric Society, and she 
chaired the UCSF Chancellor's Advisory Committee on Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Issues from 2005-2007. 
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Evelynn Hammonds , PhD is the Dean of Harvard College. A 
Barbara Gutmann Rosenkrantz Professor of the History of Science 
and a professor of African and African American Studies, she has 
authored and co-edited many published books and articles on the 
history of disease, race and science, African American feminism, 
African American women and the epidemic of HIV/AIDS, and 
gender and race in science and medicine. Her current work 
focuses on the intersection of scientific, medical, and socio-political 
concepts of race in the United States. She is completing a history 
of biological, medical, and anthropological uses of racial concepts 
entitled, The Logic of Difference: A History of Race in Science and 
Medicine in the United States , 1850–1990, and is co-editing the 
MIT Reader on Race and Gender in Science. She was named a 
Sigma Xi Distinguished Lecturer, and she has been a visiting 
scholar at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in 
Berlin, as well as a Fellow in the School of Social Science at the 
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. In July 2005, she was 
named Senior Vice Provost for Faculty Development and Diversity 
at Harvard University. 

 

 

Carlina Hansen has worked in the non-profit sector in San 
Francisco for 13 years and has been the Executive Director of the 
Women’s Community Clinic for over seven years.  She started at 
the clinic as a health education volunteer while working as a Senior 
Project Coordinator at the Tides Center, a local non profit incubator 
and fiscal sponsor.  She volunteers at San Francisco General 
Hospital as a health educator in the Women’s Clinic, at Maitri (a 
local AIDS hospice), at Healing Waters providing outdoor 
adventure opportunities for people with HIV/AIDS, and is on the 
Advisory Board of Garden for the Environment, where she recently 
completed a Master Gardener and Training Program.  She has 
served on the Executive Committee of the Women’s Health 
Advisory Committee of the Department of Public Health and 
currently serves on the Executive Committee of the Women’s 
Working Group on Universal Health Care.  She is a graduate of the 
Women’s Foundation of California’s Women’s Policy Institute and 
of CompassPoint’s Executive Leadership Circles.  Carlina was 
named the 2007 Young Non-Profit Executive Director of the Year 
by the Young Non-Profit Professional’s Network.   
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Dawn Harbatkin , MD is the Medical Director at Lyon-Martin Health 
Services, a community clinic in San Francisco that provides 
personalized health care and support services to women and 
transgender people who lack access to quality care because of 
their sexual orientation or gender identity, regardless of their ability 
to pay. A graduate of Columbia University College of Physicians 
and Surgeons and the Residency Program in Social Medicine at 
Montefiore Medical Center, Dr. Harbatkin has worked in community 
health centers for the past twelve years.  Prior to her work at Lyon-
Martin, she spent 5 years as Medical Director of Callen-Lorde 
Community Health Center in New York City, a Federally Qualified 
Health Center primarily serving the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community. She has been a member of the Coalition 
of LGBT Health Concerns, served on the Board of Directors of the 
Gay and Lesbian Medical Association (GLMA) and is currently a 
member of GLMA’s Medical Experts Panel.  She has been a 
consultant to the Centers for Disease Control around hepatitis 
prevention and syphilis elimination.  She has been heavily involved 
in educating health care professionals about the health concerns of 
LGBT populations. 
 
Sandra R. Hernández , MD, is Chief Executive Officer of The San 
Francisco Foundation. She previously served as the director of 
public health for the City and County of San Francisco. Sandra 
currently serves on the boards of the Council on Foundations, 
Lucile Packard Children's Hospital, and Corporation for Supportive 
Housing. She is also a trustee of the Western Asbestos Settlement 
Trust, and a member of the Institute of Medicine’s Committee on 
Implementation of Antiviral Medication Strategies for an Influenza 
Pandemic. Her prior affiliations include President Clinton's Advisory 
Commission on Consumer Protection and Quality in the Healthcare 
Industry, The Pew Commission on Environmental Health, 
Harvard's John F. Kennedy School of Government Executive 
Session on Philanthropy, American Foundation for AIDS Research 
(amfAR), and National Alliance for Hispanic Health. She is an 
assistant clinical professor at UCSF School of Medicine and 
maintains an active clinical practice at San Francisco General 
Hospital in the AIDS clinic. 
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Marjorie Hill , PhD, is the Chief Executive Officer of Gay Men’s 
Health Crisis, the nation’s oldest AIDS service organization. She 
has served on the executive teams of countless organizations, 
including the Bureau of HIV/AIDS at the NYC Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene, the New York State Workers’ Compensation 
Board, the NYC Mayor’s Office for the Lesbian and Gay 
Community, the Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, the New 
York Civil Liberties Union, The National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force, and the Thirteen/WNET Community Advisory Board. As a 
clinical psychologist, she has consulted and lectured on issues of 
cultural diversity, HIV/AIDS in communities of color, conflict 
resolution, organizational devolvement and Homophobia at many 
renowned institutions, including Yeshiva University, New York 
Medical College, and Pace University. She has several 
publications including the American Psychiatric Press release, 
“Mental Health Issues in Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Communities.” She has partnered with and provided leadership to 
scores of community based organizations and currently serves on 
the board of the Public Health Association of New York. 
 

 

Amber Hollibaugh  is Senior Strategist for the National Gay and 
Lesbian Taskforce. A well known activist, artist, public intellectual, 
and community organizer, she has worked on issues of sexuality 
and gender at the intersections of desire and hazard.  Amber has 
worked as Director of National Initiatives at Services and Advocacy 
for GLBT Elders (SAGE), Director of the Lesbian AIDS Project and 
then National Director of Women’s Services at Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis, and Director of Education for the New York City Commission 
on Human Rights, AIDS Division.  She was a recipient of the Dr. 
Susan B. Love award for outstanding achievement in women’s 
health and is the author of My Dangerous Desires: A Queer Girl 
Dreaming Her Way Home. She was also the director and co-
producer of The Heart of the Matter, a documentary film about 
women’s sexuality, denial, and risk for HIV, which won the 1994 
Sundance Film Festival Freedom of Expression award and 
premiered on PBS’s prestigious POV film series. 
 

 

Dixie Horning , is co-founder and Executive Director of the UCSF 
National Center of Excellence in Women's Health and Interim 
Executive Director of Finance and Administration in the 
Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences. 
Through work in various organizations, such as the Gray Panthers, 
UCSF, and the Southern Mutual Help Center, Dixie has been 
recognized for key accomplishments at the local, state national and 
international levels. She is a National and State Leader in the field 
of Wellness, Health and Leisure Services. In 2001, she was 
selected as one of the "Leaders of the New Century" by National 
Public Business Information. Dixie has been awarded for 
Outstanding Staff Performance three times for her work at the 
UCSF Institute on Aging and the Center of Excellence. She also 
competed as an internationally-ranked Triathlete in the Ironman 
World Championship Triathlon in Hawaii in 1990 and 1992, and 
has completed ten marathons. She is the past chair of two national 
nonprofits, SeniorNet and the National Women's History Project 
and currently co-chairs, Veriditas, an international non profit. Texas 
A & M-Texarkana, named her the 2003 Distinguished Alumna. 
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 Katherine T. Hsiao , MD is a leading fertility specialist in the Bay 

Area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tonda Hughes , RN, PhD, FAAN, is an Associate Professor at the 
University of Illinois (UIC) College of Nursing and Director of 
Research for the UIC National Center of Excellence in Women's 
Health. Dr. Hughes is recognized internationally for her expertise in 
lesbian health. She has published extensively in this area, 
including the book—Mental Health Issues for Sexual Minority 
Women (Haworth Press, 2003). She received the first federally 
funded study on lesbians’ use of alcohol; her current study, “Sexual 
Identity and Drinking: A Longitudinal Follow-up” (also funded by the 
National Institutes of Health) is one of the very few longitudinal 
studies of lesbian health. Recognition of her work on lesbian health 
includes awards from the Chicago Lesbian Community Cancer 
Project, the Oak Park Gay and Lesbian Association, the National 
Nurses’ Society on Addictions, and Sigma Theta Tau International. 
In 2003 her contributions to lesbian health were recognized by 
inductions into the American Academy of Nursing (the nursing 
profession's highest honor) and the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall 
of Fame. 
 
Martha Jiménez , JD, MBA, is the Director for Legal and Health 
Programs for Los Angeles County Supervisor Gloria Molina.  
Martha is responsible for providing oversight and advising the 
Supervisor on strategic and policy issues regarding the activities of 
County Counsel as well as the Department of Health Service 
including the public hospitals, Department of Public Health, and the 
Department of Mental Health.   She has over 20 years experience 
in leadership positions in non-profit, philanthropic, health, and 
governmental organizations.  At the California Endowment she 
served as a Senior Program Officer and Project Manager of 
California Works for Better Health, a project to improve the health 
of low-income communities in California by increasing resident 
access to employment. Martha  has received numerous awards, 
including the League of Women Voters of San Francisco’s “Women 
Who Could Be President” award, the San Francisco Bar 
Association’s “Award of Merit,” and California NOW’s “Fabulous 
Feminist” award. 
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Lani Ka'ahumanu  is a leading activist, author, editor, and poet. 
She was a founding organizer of the San Francisco State Women 
Studies Program. She co-founded BiPOL and the Bay Area 
Bisexual Network, and later helped organize what would become 
BiNet USA, the first national bisexual rights organization. She co-
edited the groundbreaking feminist anthology BI ANY OTHER 
NAME: Bisexual People Speak Out, which was selected as one of 
Lambda's Top 100 Queer Books of the 20th Century. She presents 
safer sex and women's sexual health and body image workshops 
at university campuses around the country. She organized and 
served as co-chair of the national advisory committee working with 
the NGLTF Policy Institute, Fenway Community Health and BiNet 
USA on Bisexual Health: An Introduction and Model Practices for 
HIV/STI Prevention Programming. Lani currently serves on the 
editorial boards of the International Journal of Sexuality and 
Gender Studies and the Journal of Bisexuality. She is about to 
complete her activist memoir MY GRASSROOTS ARE SHOWING 
and a book of poetry PASSING FOR OTHER: primal creams and 
forbidden dreams. 
 

 

Joo-Hyun Kang  is an activist and trainer whose work has primarily 
been in the areas of LGBT, racial and gender justice.  Her interest 
in health policy and access issues come from direct experience in 
immigrant and low-income communities; as well as her activist 
work's intersection with service access issues.  She is currently an 
organizational development consultant working with organizations 
to envision and implement justice-minded organizational structures 
and policies; and to develop visionary plans situated in analysis of 
relevant global and local contexts.  She was the director of 
programs for the Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice (2004-
2007), and the founding executive director of the Audre Lorde 
Project (1996-2003).  Her primary political work these days is as a 
member of CAAAV Organizing Asian Communities in New York 
City. 
 

 

Marion H.E. (Mhel) Kavanaugh-Lynch , MD, MPH, is the Director 
of the California Breast Cancer Research Program, a nationally 
recognized program that funds innovative breast cancer research 
in the State of California.   Mhel develops strategies and guides 
priorities for the $15 million per year that California invests in 
breast cancer research to bring an end to the disease.    In her 
professional endeavors, she has received honors from breast 
cancer advocacy groups, has been recognized for her contributions 
to Gay and Lesbian health, and is a founding member of the 
International Cancer Research Partners.   She was recently 
appointed by Speaker of the House Fabian Nuñez to the Scientific 
Guidance Panel for the California Environmental Contaminant 
Biomonitoring Program.  
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Kate Kendell , JD, is the Executive Director of the National Center 
for Lesbian Rights.  Kate grew up Mormon in Utah and studied law 
at the University of Utah. After initially working as a corporate 
attorney, she pursued her real love—civil rights advocacy—and 
became the first staff attorney for the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Utah, overseeing the legal department and directly 
litigating many high-profile cases. In 1994 she accepted the 
position of Legal Director with NCLR, where she was responsible 
for strategy and vision for the legal program.  In 1996 Kate was 
named as NCLR’s Executive Director, where she oversees 
coordination of litigation, litigation and policy strategy, and program 
initiatives. Major program emphasis includes family law, youth 
rights, elder law, immigration and asylum, and sports. Some of her 
most rewarding responsibilities include fostering alliances among 
other community and advocacy organizations committed to social 
justice.  
 

 

Surina Khan  is the Director of Programs for the Women’s 
Foundation of California, where she leads the reproductive justice 
and sexual rights program and oversees grantmaking and 
capacity-building programs. She has worked for social, racial, and 
economic justice for over 15 years, serving as the executive 
director of the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission and as a research analyst with Political Research 
Associates, a think tank and research center that studies the 
political Right.  Surina is currently on the Board of Directors of the 
Funders Network on Population, Reproductive Health, and Rights; 
a member of the steering committee of the Los Angeles chapter of 
Asian American Pacific Islanders in Philanthropy; a member of the 
advisory panel for the Catalyst Fund: Resources for Women of 
Color in Reproductive Justice; an advisory council member for the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights, and on the editorial board of 
The Public Eye.  
 

 

Audrey S. Koh , MD, is a practicing obstetrician/gynecologist and 
Assistant Clinical Professor in the UCSF School of Medicine.  She 
is a fellow of the American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists and member of the American Society of 
Reproductive Medicine.  She has served on the boards of 
numerous professional and community organizations, including the 
Gay and Lesbian Medical Association, Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, Lyon-Martin Women’s Health Services, the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights, and Breast Cancer Risk Survey 
advisory board.  Audrey was named one of the top doctors in the 
San Francisco Bay Area by San Francisco magazine and in 2006 
received the Outstanding Teaching Award from the UCSF 
Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive 
Sciences. 
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Aimee Levine  is Assistant Vice Chancellor of Public Affairs at 
UCSF. In this role she oversees all brand marketing, PR, web 
marketing, partnership/strategic development, creative services 
and internal communications. Her core strength as a marketing 
professional is the depth and breadth of experience on the client 
and the agency sides. She has done everything from brand 
marketing and public relations, to business development and 
investor relations, for a wide range of companies, including media 
giants like Time Warner and Bertelsmann, Internet start-ups, and 
agencies such as JWT and iXL. Prior to joining UCSF, Ms. Levine 
ran a convergence focused consulting firm -- AskGadgetGirl -- 
that delivered personal technology and home entertainment 
solutions to high net worth individuals.  Her clientele included 
prominent personalities from the media, Internet, design and 
financial services industries. Ms. Levine is an Alliance Circle 
member of GLAAD and is on the honorary committee for UCSF’s 
Women’s HIV Program. Her partner of 23 years is Karen Magee, 
CEO of PlanetOut Inc. They reside in San Francisco, CA with 
their dog Tahvo. 
 

 

Elizabeth Lorde-Rollins , M.D., M.Sc. currently holds dual 
appointments as Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Assistant 
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Mount Sinai Medical 
School in New York. After graduating from Radcliffe College of 
Harvard University in psychology, she taught third grade in a 
Harlem public school for three years. She also taught adult 
education in English grammar and composition at District Council 
37 for four years.  After receiving her medical degree from 
Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1993 and 
completing her residency in obstetrics and gynecology at 
Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center in 1997, she briefly served 
as a clinical instructor at Harlem Hospital before joining a busy 
private practice in Honesdale, Pennsylvania.  Dr. Lorde-Rollins 
returned to the New York area in 2002, as an attending at The 
Ryan Community Health Center. She concentrates her clinical time 
in adolescent gynecology at the Mount Sinai Adolescent Health 
Center, and is currently engaged in an NIH-sponsored study on 
oral, anal, and cervical human papillomavirus. 
 

 

Leni Marin  is the Senior Vice President at the Family Violence 
Prevention Fund where she directs the Immigration and 
International Department.  She has developed public policy to 
improve the rights of immigrant women, including a major provision 
of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 and its reauthorization 
in 2000.  She provides technical assistance to shelter workers, 
immigrant women’s rights activists, and social workers to make 
services more accessible to battered immigrant women.  Leni has 
also been active internationally, participating in the 1993 United 
Nations World Conference on Human Rights and the 1995 United 
Nations World Conference on Women. She has co-edited a 
number of publications on domestic violence.  Leni is a co-founder 
and steering committee member of the Asian and Pacific Islander 
Institute on Domestic Violence, co-founder of the National Network 
to End Violence Against Immigrant Women, and past president of 
the San Francisco Commission on the Status of Women. 
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Alicia Matthews , PhD, is a licensed clinical psychologist. She has 
served as an assistant professor at the University of Chicago in the 
Department of Psychiatry and is currently an associate professor 
within the college of nursing at the University of Illinois at Chicago. 
Her research interests include health disparities, cancer prevention 
and control, and cross-cultural psychology. Dr. Matthews’ research 
focuses on examining the factors associated with physical and 
mental health disparities among members of marginalized social 
groups. She has conducted research in the areas of cancer 
survivorship, cancer prevention, health care utilization, mental 
illness stigma, and depression. The National Cancer Institute, the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, and the Boeing 
Foundation have funded her research.  Dr. Matthews teaches in 
the Mental Health program in the Department of Public Health, 
Mental Health, and Administrative Nursing in the College of 
Nursing.  She also serves as a faculty advisor to the university’s 
National Center of Excellence in Women’s Health. 

 

 
 

Zina Mirsky , RN, EdD, Associate Dean for Administration at UCSF 
School of Nursing, was appointed as co-director of LHRC upon the 
retirement of LHRC co-founder, School of Nursing Professor 
Emerita Sue Dibble. Zina has been an administrator and faculty 
member at UCSF since 1972, and has served the campus and 
School in most of their missions, most principally in teaching and 
service. Given the Martin Luther King, Jr. award for staff in 2004 for 
her commitment to diversity, she is concerned about equality in 
access to healthcare and professional education, and is honored to 
have been named to this new role. 

 

Joyce Newstat , JD, has over twenty years experience in 
communications and community involvement.  Her professional 
background includes campaign management, community relations, 
governmental affairs, public relations, legislative advocacy, and 
public policy.  In 1988 and again in 1992, Joyce served as Political 
Communications Director in Northern California for Democratic 
presidential campaigns.  She has also served as campaign 
manager in several top-tier San Francisco elections, including 
mayoral, supervisorial, and initiative campaigns.  As the Director of 
Public Policy for San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, she led the 
development of public policy during his highly successful first 
campaign for mayor and first year in office.  In addition to campaign 
work she has also worked as a legislative aide and legislative 
consultant with several local and state elected officials.  She is 
currently the founder and CEO of Rocket Science Associates, a 
consulting firm, and lives in San Francisco with her partner and 
thirteen year old daughter. 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo Not Available 
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Ana E. Núñez , MD, is an Associate Professor of Medicine and 
Director of the Center of Excellence in Women’s Health at Drexel 
University College of Medicine and is a practicing general internist 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  She is a nationally recognized 
medical educator, specializing in cross-cultural education, gender 
and ethnic health disparities, primary care health professional 
education and development, and has developed an innovative 
curriculum about lesbian health.  She has also been funded by the 
US Department of Education to disseminate the Drexel University 
comprehensive longitudinal model of women’s health education to 
three other academic health centers.  Ana has received numerous 
research grants, including most recently a $1.5 million dollar 
federal award for a women-centered, community participatory and 
behavior-based research project to reduce health disparities in 
Philadelphia.  
 

 

Kate O’Hanlan , MD, has written extensively about LGBT health 
issues, notably as an author of the Gay and Lesbian Medical 
Association’s report “Homophobia as a Health Hazard” and of the 
first chapter on lesbian health in Copeland’s Textbook of 
Gynecology.  Kate has been a pioneering researcher, publishing 
the first evidence of human papillomavirus transmission by 
lesbians and the first article about female to male transsexuals 
undergoing hysterectomy.  She is currently co-principal investigator 
on the first National Institutes of Health study of lesbians with 
breast cancer.  Kate founded the Lesbian Health Fund in 1992, and 
wrote a policy endorsing same-sex marriage for the American 
Medical Women's Association in 1994.  She authored the District 
IX American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists’ 
endorsement of marriage equality and published a review of 
policies about civil marriage equality.  She is a Fellow of the 
Rockway Institute, and is a marriage officiant in California. 
 

 

Sheila O’Rourke , JD, is the Assistant Provost for Academic Affairs 
at the University of California, Berkeley.  Her responsibilities 
include policies, practices, and programs that enhance faculty 
recruitment and advancement with an emphasis on equity and 
diversity.  She serves as the Director of the University of California 
President’s Postdoctoral Fellowship Program, a faculty pipeline 
program for scholars whose research, teaching, or service will 
enhance diversity in higher education.  Sheila also teaches a 
course on civil rights law in higher education in the Graduate 
School of Education at Berkeley.  Previously, she was the 
Assistant Vice Provost for Equity and Diversity at the system-wide 
University of California Office of the President, a civil rights 
attorney for the US Department of Education Region IX Office for 
Civil Rights, and a teaching fellow at Stanford Law School. 
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Katie Oppenheim , RN, has 27 years direct nursing care 
experience in women’s health, including caring for diverse 
populations of women, newborns, and their families in a variety of 
settings; caring for women receiving treatment for gynecological 
cancers; and caring for sexual assault patients in an emergency 
department.  She has promoted nursing excellence by developing 
educational opportunities for nurses and preceptors, and by 
designing a Legislative Nurse Update CEU program to inform 
nurses of the profession’s role in health policy in Michigan.  Katie 
was on the Board of Directors of the Michigan Nurses Association, 
and is currently a member of the Board of Directors of the Gay and 
Lesbian Medical Association. 
 

 

Rev. Trinity A. Ordona, PhD, was Associate Director of the 
Lesbian Health & Research Center from 2002 to 2004 and now 
works with survivors of sexual violence, teaching and facilitating 
access to non-discursive healing modalities from Western and 
Eastern traditions to underserved populations.  Trinity teaches 
classes on lesbian relationships and queer communities of color at 
City College of San Francisco. She has a 40-year history of 
national and international civil rights activism in communities of 
color and queer communities and has received several awards for 
her efforts.  This year, Trinity was named one of the “20 Most 
Influential Lesbian Professors” by Curve Magazine.  She and her 
life partner of 20 years, Desiree Thompson, received the “Phoenix 
Award” by the Asian/Pacific Islander Queer Women and 
Transgender Community of San Francisco. 
 

 

Cheri Pies , MSW, Dr.P.H. is the Director of the Family, 
Maternal and Child Health Programs for Contra Costa Health 
Services and is on the faculty of the School of Public Health 
at U.C. Berkeley as a Lecturer and also serves as the 
Community Co-Director of the DrPH Program.  Her 
professional interests include the implementation of the Life 
Course Perspective into the field of maternal and child health 
in practice, policy, and education/training; community 
capacity building for families through economic development 
strategies; development of longitudinal data systems; the use 
of photovoice in practice settings; women’s health and 
reproductive health issues; and parenting support for lesbian 
and gay families.  She is the author of Considering 
Parenthood: A Workbook for Lesbians (1985, 1990) and she 
led groups for lesbians considering parenthood from 1976 to 
1983. 
 



24 

 

 
 

Marj Plumb , Dr.P.H., MNA is a non-profit consultant, trainer, and 
executive coach who specializes in health policy, community-based 
participatory research, and organizational and leadership 
development.  She has served for over twenty-five years in senior 
management positions with a variety of public, private and non-
profit organizations.  Marj works with social justice organizations 
that focus on health, reproductive rights, environmental health, 
economic justice, criminal justice, LGBT issues, and women’s 
rights.  Dr. Plumb is the founding director of the Women’s Policy 
Institute, a 12 month public policy advocacy training program for 
grassroots women leaders in California.  She has a master’s 
degree in nonprofit management from the University of San 
Francisco and a doctorate in public health from the University of 
California, Berkeley.  
 

 
 

Achebe Powell  is a leading activist and organizational consultant 
who has served as both the co-coordinator of the New York City 
Black and Jewish Women's Dialogue Group and as a member of 
the Multicultural Advisory Committee to the New York City Board of 
Education. She is the founder and director of Betty Powell 
Associates, a management consulting firm specializing in diversity 
awareness and multicultural organizational development in the 
public and private sectors. 
 

 

Patricia Anne Robertson , MD, is Professor of Clinical Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at UCSF, where she teaches, conducts research, 
and provides clinical care.  She is Director of Medical Student 
Education in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology and 
provides extensive mentoring to medical students interested in 
careers in women’s health.  She also serves as Medical Director of 
the Perinatal Mood Disorder Assessment Clinic and was founding 
Co-Director of the Lesbian Health & Research Center.  Patty has 
been an invited speaker at a number of national and international 
conferences, has published widely in peer-reviewed journals, is a 
fellow of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 
and a member of the Gay and Lesbian Medical Association.  She is 
co-editor of the first textbook on lesbian health, to be published in 
2009. 
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Jovida Ross  has been the Executive Director at Community 
United Against Violence (CUAV) since August 2006. In this role, 
she led the organization to adopt an affirmative vision, working 
towards safety and healing by prioritizing individual as well as 
community transformation. Prior to joining CUAV, Jovida served as 
the Associate Director at The Women’s Building in San Francisco, 
where she is now a member of the Board of Directors. Jovida 
currently serves on the steering committees of the National 
Coalition of Anti-Violence Projects, the San Francisco Domestic 
Violence Consortium, and is a member of the Domestic Violence 
Advisory Council for the California Department of Public Health. 
 

 Leslie K. Ross , PhD, is a Research Specialist at the Institute for 
Health and Aging. Her research focuses on healthy aging and 
dementia-related disorders.  She has examined the effectiveness 
of anti-dementia medication, the relationship and the effect of 
depression in Alzheimer’s disease, inter-rater reliability of various 
dementia diagnostic criteria, and the treatment practices for mild 
cognitive impairment.  Leslie has also explored the relationship 
between cognition and emotion in various brain injured 
populations. In addition, she has an interest in health and wellness 
issues concerning lesbians, bisexual women, transgendered 
individuals, their families, and health care providers. 
 
Esther Rothblum , PhD, was a Professor of Psychology at the 
University of Vermont for 23 years before joining the faculty of San 
Diego State University, where she is Professor of Women’s Studies.  
Her research and writing have focused on lesbian relationships and 
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